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Next Week: Wednesday 
February 15 at 7:00PM 

Financial Aid



Quick Review of Sessions I and II

SAT/ACT: How will you prepare, and on what dates will you take the exams?

An important, but not the most important part of the application. 

Terms: Test Optional, Score Choice, Super Score.

Chronology: What do we do now, what do we do next? 

    Timeline, forms on the Guidance website. Just get started!



Tonight’s Topic: 
1. How Colleges Select our Students:

Criteria for Admission

How We Prepare

Strategies for Successful Placements

2. How Students Select Colleges:

Preliminary Research

Secondary Research



What is the Number 1 Criteria on How our 
Students are Evaluated by Colleges?

GRADES

What are “Weighted grades” as opposed to “Unweighted grades”?



Grade Point Average (GPA)
(Hey students…take a deep breath. Prepare and do your best.)

Weighted GPA and Unweighted GPA. We provide both on the Transcript at the end of 
September of Senior year.

English 10R unweighted 80 (x 1.05) = weighted 84

English 10H unweighted 80 (x 1.10) = weighted 88

AP Seminar unweighted 80 (x 1.15) = weighted 92



GPA Facts
■ WHS will calculate an unweighted and a 

weighted GPA at the end of junior year.
■ Most colleges will request mid-year grades in 

the senior year.
■ We don’t send Mid-year grades unless the 

application was CommonApp or if requested in 
writing by the student.

■ Many colleges recalculate the GPA using the 5 
Majors.



The second most important criteria for college admission:

Strength of Transcript

Were challenging courses available and not taken? 

When should a student NOT take a challenging course (Chemistry, AP, College 
Level, etc.)?

Was the grade in the prerequisite course over 75? 
Was the effort in the prerequisite course great or just fair? 
Does the student really want or need to take this course?

Not everyone should or can take advanced courses. Don’t worry! Be the best student 
you can be on your level!



After GPA and Strength of Transcript, an Admissions Rep 
may look at…

SAT/ACT Scores

If your scores are commensurate with your grades, report 
your scores.

Develop a testing calendar: when will you register for which 
exam?
What will be your method of preparation? When will you 
prepare?
 



Tied for number 3 as most important criteria for college:

The Letters of Recommendation
Without SAT/ACT Scores, Letters are even more important!

Answers these questions: was the student intelligent, inquisitive, active in 
class discussions, cooperative, kind, honest, diligent, responsible, displayed 
maturity, good study habits, etc. 

Who will the student ask to write 2 Letters? (Counselor makes 3)
If you want a teacher to write that you led discussions, lead a discussion!

Forms on the website: Teacher Letter Form, Counselor Letter Form, Parent 
Comment Form. 



The Next Important Piece of the Admissions Package…

The College Essay

The Common App Essay Prompts

Themes: Resilience, Grit, Growth, Intellectual Curiosity, Passion

https://www.commonapp.org/blog/2022-2023-common-app-essay-prompts


OK, the applicant is an excellent student, but what else did 
they do in High School?

Extra Curricular Activities:

Athletics, Clubs, Community Service, Outside-of 
School Activities (Scouts, Church, etc.), Employment

The Greatest Benefit of these Activities: They help our kids grow up, 
face challenges, resolve conflicts, manage money, understand 
relationships, i.e. become college students!



Activities as a College Admissions Criteria

Poor: Was the student active at all? Do they have any social 
interaction?

Fair: The student was in a club or a sport, maybe had a job. 

Good: Student showed depth of involvement in an activity or multiple 
activities. More than 2 years of participation and some leadership roles. 

Excellent: Student showed years of involvement or service, particularly to the 
community. Was a founder or leader of an activity, or accomplished and 
recognized in their chosen endeavor (All County athlete or musician, author, 
art portfolio, lead in dramatic productions,  pioneer into something unusual). 
Demonstrated outstanding commitment to a cause or family circumstance.



If it’s past 7:30PM, I am talking too much!

Any questions about how the colleges 
select our students?

1. GPA
2. Strength of Transcript
3. SAT/ACT Scores
4. Letters of Recommendation
5. The College Essay
6. Extra Curricular Activities



Student Criteria For College 
Selection

How to decide where to apply…

To how many colleges should I apply?
At least:

Two Reach schools
Three Target/Range/Likely Schools 

One or Two Safety Schools



Opinion of 2 Franks (Bruni and Muzio): 
It’s not where you go to college…
…it’s HOW you go to college.

Take advantage of opportunities, 
have an open mind, 

and be willing to learn!



Preliminary Research

➢ Do you remember buying your first house?
➢ What were your preliminary criteria?

● Location

● Cost

● Good schools, “move-in ready”, close to family (or far :)

This approach narrowed your choices from thousands of homes to 
many fewer!



Now Apply that Principle to Choosing a College

6 Basic Criteria for Preliminary Research:

1. Location
urban, suburban, rural
distance from home
Local characteristics



Is the location right for me? 

Is my location right for my 
major?



Preliminary Research Criteria Number 2…..

Selectivity: Can I get in? Is this a good academic fit for me?

The “Reach” School: You have a 85 GPA and their average 
GPA is a 90. Go for it, but put some eggs in another basket.

The “Range School”: your scores match their average scores. 

The “Safety School”: Your scores exceed the average 
scores of the college. Pretty sure you will get admitted, and 
maybe get some $. (More on Financial Aid later). 



Preliminary Research Criteria Number 3…..

Cost

Public (SUNY, CUNY, out-of-state State Colleges)
Vs. Private (Hofstra, Cornell, Miami)

Apply to Financial “Safety, Range and Reach” colleges.

Next week: Financial Aid! Many factors may affect final cost!



Criteria for your family may not be in the same order! 
What is most Important?

Preliminary Research Criteria Number 4: Major Course of Study

See your timeline/checklist: 
February and March: make a list of 20 potential majors. 
https://www.niche.com/colleges/majors/
Naviance
Occupational Outlook Handbook

By June, trim your list to 5.
By the time you apply, some of you could be down to 3 or less. 
Apply to a colleges that have all 3. 

https://www.niche.com/colleges/majors/
https://student.naviance.com/wantaghhs
https://www.bls.gov/ooh/


Preliminary Criteria Number 5:

Size/demographics. Take a guess of the number of total 
enrollees at The Ohio State University.

66,444 students. Wow. 
Number of students at Cooper Union is 854, which is about 
the population of Wantagh HS. 

Benefits of both and all in between. Also consider class size, 
male/female ratio, layout and size of campus, demographics 
of students, diversity, etc. 



Preliminary Criteria Number 6: Special Considerations 
Specific to You

Learning Disabled Programs

Athletics

Health or family related circumstances

Art/Theater/Music 

     Honors Program or ROTC



Secondary Research
● Once we eliminate the vast majority of 

colleges, we can dig deeper in our questioning.
● At this point, you are looking at 15-25 colleges 

at most. 
● Go to college fairs and open houses AFTER 

preliminary research with SECONDARY 
questions.



Some Secondary Concerns
● Scholarships
● Study abroad programs
● Lab hours (gym hours, etc.) for undergrads
● Housing situations (triples, coed dorms, etc.)
● Work availability/work study programs
● NCAA situations
● Portfolio/audition requirements
● Campus safety
● Covid protocols



More Secondary Concerns and Questions

● College Level Credits…should we pay for 
them? Should we seek to transfer them?

● AP Courses
● Equipment needed for certain majors
● Internships sites and availability
● Recruitment and current job placement 
● Parent access to information



After preliminary and secondary research…

■ Attend college fairs (See Guidance 
Dept. Website) or contact the college 
directly.

■ Ask “secondary” questions.
■ “Browse”. Learn about colleges you 

might have overlooked.



Come ready with secondary questions!

NCA Spring 
College Expo 

April 25, 2023 at 
Hofstra 

University

NACAC Long Island 
National College Fair 
March 4, 2023 at the 
Nassau Coliseum

https://www.nassaucounselors.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2023-Spring-Expo-Counselor-Email-2.pdf
https://www.nassaucounselors.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2023-Spring-Expo-Counselor-Email-2.pdf
https://www.nassaucounselors.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2023-Spring-Expo-Counselor-Email-2.pdf
https://www.nassaucounselors.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2023-Spring-Expo-Counselor-Email-2.pdf
https://www.nassaucounselors.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/03/2023-Spring-Expo-Counselor-Email-2.pdf
https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/long-island-national-college-fair/
https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/long-island-national-college-fair/
https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/long-island-national-college-fair/
https://www.nacacfairs.org/attend/national-college-fairs/long-island-national-college-fair/


Next Week: Financial Aid

What is a FAFSA?

When can I access the FAFSA?

Should I bother to apply for Financial Aid?

What is a 529 account and does that hinder my financial package?

Bring your questions for our Series Finale next week!


